




nght away as I was jump<ng the big 

step up from the first lap and that 
helped give me a cushloo. Then on 
about lap four or five, OK started 
jumpong ~ and I started hlttJng lapped 
traffic - that comblnatton really made 
the race interesting. On the whrte fiag 
Oanyll was ""ding and was nding 
all the fast lines. There was one long 
downhill, just a fe¥J corners from the 
finish, so I knew that would be my 
last chance to get by. I moved all the 
way against the fence on the right 
side and was able to squeeze by. 

We crossed the finISh ooly a couple 
feet apart. 

"In the secord moto I was tt1i'd 
00 the start, behond both Mats and 

Dan;t. ~ and I tiraded posrtJoos 

for the first several comers but then 
unfortunately he hit an CNer·wat..oo 
section of the track and went 00M1.1 
battled wrth Mats for the next couple 
of laps and I actuaBy fel U1 a wet part 

of the track toe, but was able to keep 
my bike runnlOQ and qutddy get gcing. 

Once I saw DasryI mcive Into secord, 
I knew I had to put in my bast lap and 

was able to keep about five secords 
between us to the checuers. I went 00 

to take the WU1 and had a blast berd1 
racing wrth both ~ and Nils before 
the tropI1y presentatioo," 

ORO: You had a lot to do with 
the development of the YZ400F 

bike as its primary test rider, can 

you tell us about that? 
Doug: In t996 the Yamaha 
TestlOQ Department and 
Yamaha Japan were 
wor1ong on a·secret 
~.;.'amaha tes!1OQ 
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manager Ed Scheodler recorrmended 
to Yamaha that I W<l\.tJ be grast odd· 
tioo to this newly formed development 
team. I Slgr1Eld shoots of docurrmts 
at:x:lut test.ng a secret yz before I ever 
knew what the secret yz W<l\.tJ be. 

When the Yl400F was Intro­
duced it Immed~tely outperformed 
current two-strokes. The bike just 
flat out worked. 

ORO: What made you start Du­

bach Racing Development? 
Doug: We started DR.D In January 
2001 at the behest of my wife. I was 
still racing competrtively, though 
not at the AMA Pro level, and the 
current aftermarket Items available 
to four-stroke owners were just not 
acx::eptable at a racing level. After 
making my own equipment for my 
race bikes, I began to build one-off 
exhausts, hot starts and other small 
rtems. I'll never forget the day when 
Gina looked me right In the eye and 
just said, 'Why don't you Just start 
your own bUSiness!' 

DRD: What makes the DR.D pipe 
unique? Does it only help a bike 

produce more horsepower or is 

there more to it than that? 

Doug: We concentrate 00 making 0tX 

systems produce 'usable' h0rse­

power. Dyoos and peak horsepower 

can be extremely mosmding as often 

at times they do net dictate hew a 
bike actually performs 00 the track. 
I remember testing with Jeremy Mc· 
Grath during his cI1ampionship years 
wrth Yamaha and we had ootfitted 

his yz with all types of sensors. The 
p<pes that looked grast 00 the dyne, 

he hated. The pipes we thought 
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were gcing to be slow he loved. Why? 
When we looked at the data from 
the sensors, we were all shlcked 

to see that he was nEll!€< reaJ1y wide 
op<en, rt was aI qlick bursts of pcwer, 
srncoth and tractable that made the 
best mpact. We doo't bUId a SIf1gIe 

production p<pe unti we are positive rt 

beats a stock. system. ~ 
, 

>., 

• 
• 

, . 
• 



ORO: 00 you think there 's still a 
lot more to learn about exhaust 
pipe technology? 

Doug: I think there is still tremen­
dOUS opportunlly fO( advancement 
C1 pipe technology. We study not 
only current MX conditions but also 
all other forms of racing as well, be 
Ii MotoGP. Formula One, Nascar. 
etc. We are consistently pushing 
ourselves to develop systems that 
not only are quieter and lighter, but 
of course, perform even better 

ORO: Twenty or so years ago did 
you think you would still 

be competing? 

Doug: Yes. I was never a naturally 
talented rider like so many of my 
team-mates or competitors. I just 
absolutely k>ved to put on a helmet, 
throw a leg rNOf a bike and race. 
When I was a factory ndef', every 'off' 
weekand I'd find some kx:aJ race to 
attend. When many of my competi­

tors were off at the river or going on 
vacation, I just wanted to ride and 
race. I did have a feeling back then 
that I would never stop ndng. And 
though I'm not as fast and often I cut 

my pract"e days short to be at tha 
office or attending one of my kids' 
games, I can't see myself stOPping. 

DRO: Tell us a little about how 

you got started and your early 

racing career? 
Doug: I was the typical broke kEd 
who worked 20 different jobs to pay 
for my hobby. It all started in 1971 
- my father and I headed out to 
the grocery store to grab some last 
minute Items for my Mom's family 
gathering. Somehow, we ended up 
bnnglng home my first minI-bike 
instead of the salad dresslliQ! 

Eventualy tihe PD'" bike sue­
cumbOO to the pounding of jumping 
wood ramps in the h~1s near our 
h()(ne. By wor1<i'og odd jobs and with 

some help from pops, I saved enough 

money to purchase my first real mo­
torcycle, a 1978 YZ80 fO( $4()(). 

A month shy of my 15th bllthday, I 
entered my first race, and somehov.J, 
had success from the drop of tihe 
gate. I entered tihe 80 Novice class 
and went 1 -I. taking h()(ne lhe most 
beautiful (S2) trophy in the world! 

By October 1979 I was enter'ng my 
first pro race. Uke any WISe rookie, I 
left all my gear at h()(ne! Mer <'ding 
pi8K:tice in LEMS and a sweatslWt, 
my dad drove to tihe trock to deliver 
my gear. Tre gate for my first molo 
dropped as I was buckling my boots. 
Starting a half lap down, I raced to 
third. Ivvon the second moto, secured 
tha overallI'M, and kEnew tihe passion 

fO( raoog would not fade. 

I raced my first IW.A NaIEonal in 

1982 and was " 10th place wher Jeff 

Ward (seven-time NalEonal Champs 
WIIY1eI) came up behind me. Rather 
than bartle, I was SK: caught up En 

tihe tnOIl"<lf1t that he passed me with 
ease. I stayed on his tail, just kloking 
at tihe name WAAD on his j8rsey 

ttwlkilg, 'tihets Jeff Ward!' 
I continued racing each weekend 

While working full-time until I was 
laid off In tihe spnng of 1984. A good 

friend was headed to GaInesvIlle, 
Florida for the f.,;1 round of the 1984 

125 Nationals and, since I was now 
without a jOb, I decided to tag along. 

Desprte my very wei worn 125 and 
no mechanic to help prep the bike. 
I still entered the National and raced 
to a 5-12 fO( 10th overall. I made a 
Irttle money and decided to stay on 
the road and race the entIre National 
senes. The rest of the year was more 
of tha same; I'd do really well in one 
moto and crash or breakdcJv.ln in 
tihe other. At the arK: of the season, I 
ended up 10th overall. 

A few more years and with my 
results improVIng I began to get 
factOEY anentlOn. I raced the 1987 
season as a Yamaha-backed nder, 
getting a small per diem, a bonus 
programme and a few race bikes. 
Trey also got me to help test some 
race parts. We all have highlights In 
our lives and this was probably the 
defining moment in my career. 

By 1988, I was startIng to finish In 
the top ten In the 250CC class, >­
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several times in the top five. In 1989, 
I raced three different series, finish· 
mg the 250cc Supercross senes 
In sixth place, the 250cc Nationals 
in sIXth and founh In the 500cc 
National series. 

I was called to the Yamaha US 
headquarters In Cypress, Galnorn", 
walked to an upstairs boardroom 
and met Wlth Keith McCarty, a 
lawyer, a three-page contract, and 
a pen. I excitedty s~ned before they 
could change their minds - I had just 
become a full·blown Yamaha factory 
racer! I garnered a factory ride later 
than most former and current rac· 
ers. I was team·rnates wrth Damon 
Bradshaw and Jeff EITll9 WOO, by 

companson. were huge stars and 
also qurte a b<t younger then me. 

The ight shined my way one magi­
cal roght In San Jose, Galnom". Thet 
evenmg at the San Jose 1991 Su­
percross I rode my heart out against 
Damon Bradshaw woo hed come 
from deep in the pack to rub my rear 
lyre, I held off Damon and crossed 
the finish line fOf my first 250cc 
Supercross win. Jeff Emlg had won 
the 125 race earlier on his Yamaha 
and with Damon and me g<>ng 1-2 
the Yamaha team was ecstatic. The 
true highlight from thet evening, and 

to thIS day my most treasurad radng 
memory. was eating at DeMy's later 
thet roght WIth EmiQ and Bradshaw. 
Bradshaw was on the phone WIth 
his parents yelling, 'Doug Dubach 

'NOn tonight. can you believe it? 
Doug won!' We hed a great team 
and that was one of those nIQhts that 
everything just dicked. Twenty-eight 
years old and a il'st time Supercross 
wmer compared to my buddy 

Bradshaw who was 16 years of age 
for his first 250 SX 'NIn. 

ORO: How did you get your nick· 
name tThe Doctor'? 

Doug: Jim O'Neal of O'Neal Racing 
Products takes credit for the name; 
he always said my riding style was 
calculated and precise· a surgeon 
working on a patient. But when I 
met my WIfe later in my career she 
thought the 0Icl<name was denved 
from my aU InJunes! 

ORO: Your family really Is 

Team Dubach. 
Doug: Towan:f the end of my 1993 
racing season, I ned a photo shoot 
foI' one of my sponsors. The best part 
of a shoot is when rt '5 over! Ws r1IC9 

when the photo or ed makes rt into a 
magazine but hlttJng the same Jump 
a hundred times Of raillf1Q the same 
berm for hours can be a ~ annoyng 
when the entue trac!< ~ calling your 
name. ThIs pIloto shoot was alto­

gether different; rt was the best I ""'" 
attended. A beautJfuJ btonde was the 

photographer and her attJtude, looks, 
and demeanoI.K ned me rewed LP 
from the second she stepped out of 
her car. She was wor1<Ing foI' a news-

paper, not famliar with motocross, so 
I told her we needed more shots just 
so I could hang out with her for an ex­
tended time penod. She was stLmlng. 

When the shoot unfortunateiy 
ended I, like all moto guys, took off 
my gear In the back of the truck. 
She was not at au impressed that I 
was 'taking off my clothes' in front 
of her and she basicalty drove away 
thinking I was weird. 

I calk3d her later to explain, ap0lo­

gise and, yes of course, ask her out. 
She agreed and the rest is history. We 
have three children; two girls and boy, 

Ry1ee, Averee, and Garter and WIthout 
them I couldn't function. Gina was the 
doving force behind the idea to launch 
Dubach Racing Development and 
coo,",ues to play a mapr role " the 
day-t<>-day business actIVIties while 
raismg oor growing famIy. We came 
up with the name Dubach Racing 

Development 
aIS a play on 
my abbreviated 
nickname Dr.D 

(Doctor Dubach), 

ORO: Finally, have you met or 
have any thoughts on New Zea­
land Supercross riders currently 

competing in the USA? 
Doug: I think the nders from New 

Zealand bnng such a cool attitude to 
oor sport , they are hard working and 

determined yet understand thet ~e 
IS good and seem to emjoy each day. 
I hed a chance to spend time With 
Ben Townley before the USGP at an 
autograph session and was Just really 
Impressed with his demeanour. I was 
pulling for him at that race but he ran 
Into some bad tuck in the first moto 
and rt hun him overall. DAD 
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